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[July, ESTABLISHMENT OF HOSPITALS IN CHINA. In an early number of this Journal, (vol. IV. p. The undertaking so great, is also practicable.
Had the object no claims beyond those already alluded to, it would be deemed sufficient in respect to any christianised country; but in relation to China, they are the subordinate claims, compared with still higher ones, to which they conduct. In exhibiting the utility and importance of this object, let it not be supposed that any other is displaced. It is not to be lost sight of for a moment, that Divine truth is the great agent through which our ultimate aim is to be gained. While by the needle of the oculist the light may be poured upon the eye long dark, by the surgeon's knife the useless limb amputated, and by the physician's skill even the malignant disease may be cured, nothing short of a higher power can, in a moral sense, remove the film from the eye, clarify the spiritual vision, and heal the malady of sin. At present, however, it is but to a limited degree that the higher means can be employed; but to exhibit the spirit and the fruits of the gospel, Providence has remarkably opened the way; and it is fondly hoped that at no distant day, the Chinese will regard these benevolent offices as such, and permit us to publish and enforce the precepts of Christianity. 
